John E. Beck Jr.
January 25, 1954 - April 21, 2015

BECK Jr., John E. – 61
John Eugene Beck Jr., 61, of Lafayette, passed away at 6:32 pm, April 21, 2015 at his
residence. Born January 25, 1954 in Lafayette to the late John Eugene and Viola
(Shrimplin) Beck. He graduated from Lafayette Jefferson High School and served in the
United States Air Force.
John retired from the United States Postal Service after more than 25 years of dedication.
He was a member of St. James Lutheran Church and enjoyed playing the guitar, loved
Eric Clapton, and the blues. He enjoyed James Bond films, war movies, model airplanes,
and loved history. John had a great sense of humor and will be missed by many.
Surviving are his six children, Jennifer Brady of Mount Eden, KY, Scott Beck (wife:
Melissa) of West Lafayette, Aubrey Beck of Chicago, Jon Tristan Beck of West Lafayette,
Hayley Beck of Chicago, and Collin Beck of West Lafayette; brothers, Charles Beck (wife:
Judy) of Plano, TX, and Rex Beck of Friendswood, TX; five grandchildren, Candice
Ingram, Ashley Clark, Lindsey Brady, Lauren Beck, and Madison Beck; and 3 greatgrandchildren, Demaree Ingram, Devaylee Ingram, and Charm Harrison. He is also
survived by several nieces and nephews.
Preceding him in death with his parents is a sister, Jane Beck.
Memorial service will be held at 2 p.m., Monday, April 27, 2015 at Simplicity Funeral Care
with Celebrant Chris Dodson officiating. Military Honors provided by American Legion Post
11. Memorial contributions may be made to the American Legion Post 11. Share
memories and condolences online at http://www.simplicity-funeralcare.com.

Events
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Memorial Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Simplicity Funeral Care
1608 Schuyler Avenue, Lafayette, IN, US, 47904

Comments

“

Donna Kemper lit a candle in memory of John E. Beck Jr.

Donna Kemper - April 27, 2015 at 10:08 AM

“

We are very sorry to hear about passing of John. Unfortunately we did not have a
chance to meet him.
We have heard a lot of wonderful stories about he and his kids.
We have been very blessed knowing John's brothers Chuck & Rex and their families
for over 30 years. We also had the privilege of meeting John's Mom and sister.
We do know that John was a very proud father with wonderful kids. He was a very
hard worker with a great sense of humor like both of his brothers.
We pray that God will help comfort John's family at this very difficult time.
May God bless each and everyone of the Beck family, and help them to ease their
pain and their suffering.
Bonnie & Vince Gurley & Family

Vince Gurley - April 26, 2015 at 08:43 AM

“

Vince, Bonnie and Darlene Gurley and family purchased the Dish Garden with Fresh
Cut Flowers for the family of John E. Beck Jr..

Vince, Bonnie and Darlene Gurley and family - April 25, 2015 at 10:39 PM

“

Angie Robinson - Scott lit a candle in memory of John E. Beck Jr.

Angie Robinson - Scott - April 25, 2015 at 12:29 PM

“

My mother was Linda Robinson, a long time friend of John's sister Jane.
I thought John was the coolest man in the world! He drove an MG, he listened to
Rock and roll, loud, and had an awesome apartment upstairs!! He was like a Rock
star in my little eyes! For Christmas, one year, he gave us a record player and bought
us each our 1st albums. My brother got Foreigner- Double Vision, my sister got
Grease, and I got E.L.O's Greatest Hits. That's all it took! I was hooked on music!
I'll always remember how "AWESOME" he was, and be so thankful for the gift he
gave me, the love of music. I know he's rocking heaven with Eric Clapton, and and
all the great rock and rollers!
Angie "Robinson" Scott

Angie Robinson - Scott - April 25, 2015 at 12:17 PM

“

I knew of John's struggles in this world and I pray God blessed you with peace.
Corbin Dillon - friend and co-worker

Corbin Dillon - April 25, 2015 at 10:05 AM

“

A very good friend John Beck that I went to school with at St. James.
Has not been a week ago that I thought of him and lost track of him many years ago.
Have not seen him since 8th grade but still remember the fun times we had hanging
at school, basketball and most of all our friendship RIP my friend you won't be
forgotten.

Michael Mabb - April 25, 2015 at 04:40 AM

“

Springtime Wishes was purchased for the family of John E. Beck Jr..

April 24, 2015 at 08:40 PM

“

Mary Hanna is following this tribute.

Mary Hanna - April 24, 2015 at 07:57 PM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Cathy - April 24, 2015 at 07:51 PM

“

Peace of mind, comfort of heart, love of spirit. God Bless

Cathy - April 24, 2015 at 07:47 PM

“

From Uncle Rex and Uncle Chuck (John's twin brothers who live in Texas),
John was born in January, 1954, the youngest of four children, with twins Rex &
Chuck and Jane being the other three siblings. Mom dubbed John’s nickname
-“Bimbo” right off the bat, which was a popular song at that time.
John was much younger (11 years) than twins Rex and Chuck, but even at 6, we
took him swimming at the sandbar on Wildcat Creek, near the Conservation Club.
One time, our raft overturned under a log, and John disappeared – luckily his head
bobbed up a minute later.
After twins Rex and Chuck left for the Air Force and Purdue, John was 10 and pretty
much left on his own, splitting his time between Mom and Dad, and exploring
everything else his world had to offer.
John’s had an interesting early childhood, with lots of good memories – probably
some of which we’ll never know. But, he said, almost every summer, Aunt Sue and
the girls invited John to West Point for 2, 3, or 4 weeks. He would pack a bag for
however long he was going to stay. They played card games...500 Rummy, Crazy
8's, and board games...Monopoly, and others. He used to hike in the woods, follow
the creek, ride his bike on country roads, and walked uptown to the general store for
cokes and candy. One time, he pitched a tent in their front yard.
When John was 11, he and Mom took a bus to South Dakota to attend Uncle Rex’s
wedding, right after Uncle Rex was discharged from the Air Force. Several days later,
John and Mom rode back to Lafayette in Rex’s 1962 Corvair, but without air
conditioning, John got sick in the middle of the Badlands. The stain on the floor left a
grim reminder of that trip.
Sometimes John tended to live on the wild side. When he was 15, Uncle Chuck
drove him back to Iowa for a little vacation. But, after a week, John ran away on his
bike (with only $2.50 in his pocket) back to Lafayette (400 miles) to see a girlfriend.
He rode the back roads, so as not to attract attention, but soon came across a RR
bridge where he tossed his bike into the water and hitch hiked all the way back to
Lafayette. Ironically, by the time he got back, his girlfriend had already found a new
boyfriend.
After High School, John followed Uncle Rex’s footsteps into the Air Force, where he
was stationed at Maxwell AFB, near Montgomery, Alabama.
After the service, John held many different jobs. He was well read, quick to learn,
and flexible for adapting to new things. John took some courses at Ivy Tech., but he
definitely had the capability to attend Purdue and graduate, had he taken the
opportunity.
John drove to Rex’s beachouse in Galveston, TX on two different occasions, and we
had some memorable times there.

John had a great personality and was always hospitable to others. He would give
you the shirt off his back.
We will all miss John, as he touched our lives in many different ways.
John, we salute you for all you gave to us, and we know you’re now in a better place.
Uncle Rex & Uncle Chuck
Rex Beck - April 24, 2015 at 06:55 PM

“

Rex E. purchased the Bountiful European Dish Garden for the family of John E. Beck
Jr..

Rex E. Beck - April 24, 2015 at 06:34 PM

