George William Haley
February 13, 1928 - February 24, 2018

George William Haley passed away early on Saturday, February 24, 2018. He had
recently celebrated his 90th birthday with family and friends. George was born Feb. 13,
1928 to F. Garland and Lucy Haley in Lafayette, Indiana. He grew up in the Lafayette area
with his parents (now deceased) and his brother James Haley, surviving, in Spokane, WA.
George was an enthusiastic Boy Scout and achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, Order of the
Arrow at the age of 15.
After his midterm graduation from Lafayette Jefferson High School in 1946, George joined
the US Navy during WWII. He was assigned to the light cruiser USS Topeka on patrol in
the Pacific and served as a signalman. After discharge from the Navy, George attended
Hanover College and received his Bachelor's Degree in Education. He received his
Master’s in Education from Purdue University. George was an active lifetime member of
the Sigma Chi Fraternity.
It was also at Hanover that George met his best friend and true love, Jane Donner
Stephenson. They married on August 26, 1951 at her parent’s home on Lake Wawasee.
They celebrated 59 years of a wonderful life together before she passed away in May of
2011.
George is survived by his three daughters; Marci (David) Hudson of Lawrence, MI, Jan
Wagner of Tinley Park, IL, and Leslie (Robert) Howe of Atlanta, IN. George was an active
part of their lives and also in the lives of his grandchildren of whom he was very proud:
Kristan MacDonald, Nathan Hudson, Whitney Childress, Taylor Howe, Elyce O’Sullivan,
and Jillian Wagner. He also has 10 great-grandchildren with the 11th due this summer and
1 great-great grandchild.
Professionally George Haley was an Educator. He taught at Larwill HS, Klondike HS,
Sunnyside Jr. High, and Lafayette Jefferson High School. He was the stage manager for
Sunnyside Auditorium and the Jefferson HS Theatre. He touched many lives in his
classrooms and in his work in the theatre. He was a member of The International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees and served as Lafayette Local 174's President for many
years. After retiring from teaching, George worked at the Purdue Elliot Hall of Music as a
stagehand.
Most recently, George was encouraged by his good friend Bob Haun, who joined the Navy

with him in 1945, to sign up for an Honor Flight. George attended the Lafayette Gold Star
Mother's Honor Flight in April 2015 and the experience he had was incredibly rewarding
and he spoke of it frequently. His family is also grateful to his golf buddies at Battleground
GC, the McDonald’s coffee group that adopted him and the wonderful staffs of Bob Evans,
the Downtowner, Arni’s and the Triple X restaurants for being part of his extended family.
The family will honor George’s express wishes to not have a formal funeral, but we will join
together, have a few pots of coffee, and celebrate his life at some time in the future.
Condolences may be left online at www.simplicity-funeralcare.com or sent to Leslie Howe,
1598E 500S, Atlanta, IN 46031.
If you wish to remember George with a donation to the Lafayette Gold Star Mother's
Honor Flight, PO Box 275, Lafayette, IN 47902, you can help send another deserving
Veteran from WWII, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War on the Honor Flight.

Comments

“

George, you will be missed a great deal by all who came in contact with you.
Whenever I saw you, there was always a smile and a friendly greeting. Your joy of
life was evident and made everyone around you smile. There will always be a spot
for you at the counter.
Greg & Carrie Ehresman

Greg Ehresman - March 10, 2018 at 06:09 AM

“

George was a truly admirable man. His love of family, appreciation of life, and his
genuine kindness will always be remembered. He was one of the greatest men I'll
ever know, and I'm blessed and honored to have him as a grandfather.

Nathan Hudson - March 04, 2018 at 08:32 AM

“

George! What a loss. I used to serve him coffee at McDonald’s! I moved on but I
used to see him driving by in his little red truck. He will be missed and it was my
honor to serve him his daily cup of joe. Prayers to the family as you adjust to life
without this special guy.

Christie O'Brien - March 04, 2018 at 07:53 AM

“

It was impossible to have a bad round of golf when you were partnered with George.
I've never known a more upbeat and positive guy. At 89 he not only could shoot his
own age, but mine (76) as well. If I had been lucky enough to be in George's class as
a student at Jeff, he would have been my favorite teacher. He will be missed by all of
us at Battle Ground Golf Course.
Bob Freestone

Bob Freestone - March 04, 2018 at 07:32 AM

“

George was truly one of the guys I liked playing golf with at BG golf club. Always in a
good mood, friendly, and a gentleman. Know he loved his kids and being with them.
Sincerely, Terry Smith

Terry Smith - March 04, 2018 at 07:19 AM

